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The ®rst issue of 1996 is an appropriate time to announce several important
changes in Developmental Biology. During the past year the journal has been
reorganized and its emphasis has been shifted toward more mechanistic aspects
of development and differentiation. The Editorial Board has been restructured
to have 10 editors, each representing important areas of developmental biology,
along with a new board of reviewing editors. Each of the editors can receive
manuscripts directly, solicit reviews, and independently make decisions re-
garding acceptance.
We are especially interested in attracting high-quality papers that elucidate
developmental mechanisms in vertebrates, invertebrates, and plants. Topics
of particular interest include genetic hierarchies, cellular signaling, gene regu-
lation, cell±cell interactions, and evolutionary biology. While it is our intent
to emphasize mechanistic and regulatory aspects of development, this does
not necessarily exclude all ``descriptive'' papers. In particular, papers reporting
expression patterns of novel genes with important connections to interesting
developmental processes would be considered to be within the scope of the
journal. However, papers documenting the expression of genes in one species
that have already been described in another or describing gene expression
patterns with little connection to a developmental process would be considered
inappropriate.
Academic Press and the Society for Developmental Biology, which sponsors
the journal, have made major commitments to ensuring the journal's success.
All color ®gures are free, subject to the editor's approval, there are no page
charges, and authors receive 50 free reprints of their article. The quality of
photo reproduction also continues to be outstanding. Time of publication from
acceptance of papers has also been reduced to 10 weeks for authors who approve
and return their proofs promptly, and subscription rates have been kept as low
as possible: $190/year for a personal subcription. New subscribers will also
receive free membership in The Society for Developmental Biology.
The Editorial Board of DB is committed to the journal's success. The rate
of submissions to the journal has increased dramatically and we are extremely
optimistic about the journal's future. We hope you will send us your best
papers. In return, we will commit ourselves to ensuring that papers are re-
viewed as rapidly and as objectively as possible. We also welcome your com-
ments and suggestions for how the journal might be further improved.
ERIC N. OLSON
Editor-in-Chief
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